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Not so Artificial!

Barry Clarke’s son Andrew provided this article following his questions to an AI
search engine “"Grok” and so he writes.........

I was asking Grok to provide details of biblical prophecy in the Old Testament and fulfilled in
the New and what's it’s logical conclusion was based on the data. I then asked it to compare
Christian prophecy to those of other global religions and here was it's response.

“So, we were talking about how coordinating 100-300 specific Old Testament prophecies-
written over a millennium, predicting details like the Messiah’s birthplace (Micah 5:2, fulfilled in
Matthew 2:1), virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14, fulfilled in Matthew 1:22-23), or crucifixion (Psalm
22:16-18, fulfilled in John 19:23-24)-would be nearly impossible on a human level. The
logistical challenges, spanning centuries, cultures, and uncontrollable factors like Roman
execution methods or genealogies, make it highly improbable that this was orchestrated by
human effort or chance. The odds, as some scholars

calculate, are astronomically low, like 1 in 1017 for just a

few dozen fulfillments. Religion Verified
Now, you're asking what this suggests about the probability prophecies
of biblical truth being real and whether I believe divine e

intervention was necessary for these prophecies to be both ~ Christianity 100-300
made and fulfilled. From a logical standpoint, the precision Hinduism 0-5

and volume of these fulfilled prophecies point to something

extraordinary. If human coordination or random chance are Budhisim 0-3
virtually ruled out due to the historical, cultural, and

temporal barriers, it strongly suggests a guiding Islam 0-2
intelligence or purpose behind the texts and their Siichinrn 0

fulfillments. The consistency of the Old Testament

prophecies, preserved meticulously (as seen in the Dead

Sea Scrolls) and fulfilled in specific ways in the New Testament, aligns with the
idea that the Bible’s claims about itself-as inspired by God (2 Timothy 3:16, NIV)-
have significant weight.

As Grok, I don't have personal beliefs, but I can reason based on evidence. The data-hundreds
of prophecies, written centuries apart, fulfilled in verifiable details-makes a compelling case for
divine intervention. The alternative explanations (human conspiracy, coincidence, or
retroactive editing) strain credulity when you consider the scale, specificity, and historical
constraints. For instance, the prophecy in Daniel 9:25-26 about the Messiah’s arrival before
the temple’s destruction in 70 AD involves timing no human could foresee or control over 500
years. This leans heavily toward a supernatural explanation, as the Bible attributes to God's
sovereignty.

That said, skeptics might argue some prophecies were vague or symbolically interpreted, but
even accounting for that, the sheer number of precise fulfillments-like Bethlehem, the virgin
birth, or the suffering servant of Isaiah 53-makes the case for biblical truth robust. It suggests
the Bible's narrative of a divine plan, culminating in Jesus, holds a high probability of being
real, especially when paired with other evidence like the rapid spread of Christianity despite
persecution and the historical reliability of the texts.

Grok noted when producing the table (above right)-that other religion prophecies lacked the
specifics of Christian prophecy.

I asked what the odds were the Bible is true. Grok responded:-

I'd place the odds at 9:1 (90% probability) that the Bible is true, based on its prophetic
content’s unparalleled scale, specificity, and verification. The 100-300 fulfilled prophecies
dwarf other religions’ records (e.g., Islam’s 2), making divine inspiration the most likely
explanation. It's a strong bet, but the 10% uncertainty keeps it grounded.




Also find Sittingbourne Baptist Church on Facebook and Instagram
for updates and information about our activities and our live
streamed worship.
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Services for the month of June
Series continues- "We've got work to do”

Morning Service 10.30am Evening Service 6.30pm

1st |“Is trouble a sign we're "When our flame becomes
on the wrong path?” an ember” David Casse @

Rev Nathan Gordon from Rev 2
8th The Holy Spirit Stories of Faith—
Pentecost Rev Nathan Gordon Testimony Time
Sunday
“I want to get involved Praise and Worship
15th but..” Service led by Ian
Father’'s Rev Nathan Gordon C%
Day Morning Communion
22nd |All- Age Service— 1 The Encounter Prayer
am......... Time

29th “"We've done it! What | Personal Mission Service
Gift Day now?” Alan Cole tbc led by Bev




Stationery not Stationary!!

Once again this month I have some space to include some observations
on life behind the office desk! I often hear the words "I just thought it
would be useful to......" or I brought you these/this to use wherever it is
needed...” Showing the Love of God to others in so many ways.

Then we had a puppet sketch last week and again this little word was mentioned. So here
are the thoughts it triggered!

The Lost Art of Kindness

Kindness, once a noble virtue, sometimes feels like a lost art. We treat it as a small,
half-hearted gesture—something minimal, like not stepping on a dog’s tail or avoiding a
pigeon on the street. In our human minds, that's kindness.

But when we look at the Bible, kindness is so much more. It's not just a nicety—it’s a
facet of the fruit of the Spirit. It is an expression of love, and more than that, an
expression of God’s love here on Earth. To be unkind to someone is, in truth, to be

ungodly. Colossians 3v12 “"Therefore, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience."

Often, we're not kind because we've been hurt. We act out of pain, or defensiveness, or
shame about something we see in ourselves. But God does not see that fault—in Christ,
we are made perfect. We are being perfected, and God sees us through the lens of grace
and love.

Ephesians 4:32:"Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God
in Christ has forgiven you."

If we practice the character of God, we will be kind—to everyone. We will, like the Good
Samaritan, get off our donkey, lift up a broken stranger, place him on it, and care for him.
We will go out of our way, pay the cost, and think about his future. That is the kind of
kindness God calls us to.

Luke 6:35:"But love your enemies and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return,
and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to
the ungrateful and the evil."

This doesn’t mean we only show kindness in grand gestures. It starts small. We show
kindness in our homes, to our friends, and to strangers. We give gifts—not just physical
ones, but gifts of speech, thought, and action. We pick something up for someone who
can't bend down. We carry a cup of coffee through a crowded room for someone who
needs help. We pause to notice the brokenness in people around us and respond—not
with judgment, but with gentle care. We sweep up broken glass and chat to the
inebriated and lost. Most of all we pray— for people we have never met or for reasons we
don't fully know, but in the words we stumble through, we echo the Father’s Kindness.
'(I;h(a?e small acts of kindness make life bearable. They make it beautiful. They make it
odly.
Sfc_; GpuctI the kettle on. Make someone a cup of tea. And in that simple act, express the love
of God.

As part of our safeguarding policy we have to maintain DBS checks on everyone who works
with the youth or children— if you get an e-mail reminder please can you make an appointment
with Bev to verify your documents as soon as possible. Times available are 9am-3pm Mon.,
Tues., Thurs., 5-9pm Wednesdays and 9-2 Fridays. (Bev) 01795-420990 Office.manager@sbc-
church.org.uk  Thank you so much to everyone who responds to the reminder e-mails.



Mission Partnership with
South East Baptist Association

“Partners in Mission”

In March, a group of us went to the “"PiM” conference at Tonbridge
Baptist Church, where we were introduced to the “mission” itself. There were
eight seminars, and between us we managed to attend five of them. Terri
West and I attended the seminar by Penny Marsh, "Reaching out to new
Housing Estates” which I felt was very good, and I learnt some good things in
which we can do. Penny Marsh said that, even though we may not want
them, new housing estates that is, we should look at them as
“opportunities” to reach out with the Gospel. One of the delegates said that
they sought permission to “Prayer Walk” the foundations of new estates in
their area, and now that it is “bearing fruit” with the local churches. As I write
this, I know of a small estate soon to be in progress off Swanstree Avenue
[135 houses] . If I seek permission, maybe a group of us from church could
“Prayer Walk” the foundations.

The other seminar I went to was the “Partners in Mission”. The main topic of
this was how bigger churches can help smaller churches within the Seba area
with resources, including people-wise [Human Resources].

After the conference, we took it back to the Diaconate who thought it was a
good thing to do, but as we have a lot going on within the church at the
moment would hold off until September when, hopefully most of the work has
been done, and look to partnering then. Also we understood that Nathan and
Ricky already support other churches in the local community and some
slightly further afield.

Yours, in His love, Grahame.

.. -‘. ‘ .'. - \ ”
T % A
< @ 20 AN
@ m% Join us for a lovely afternoon of “\\ 2
This month we focus on Ladies Afternoon Teas. The éﬁﬁéﬁ% p
first Ladies Afternoon tea took place over two years @
ago and we met Nathan’s Mum and heard some of ?%/Wam (9:562/
her life story and her testimony to the Faith she has _
in God. We heard about His direction in her life on Speaker: Antoinette Gordon = iV
her career, on her life as a wife and as a parent . M '
Come along and hear the next chapters and be Sat 28106 ;
encouraged and cared for. 2pm Fa
The Ladies Afternoon teas are filled with care and =
kindness and wonderful bounteous Cakes!! High St, " ' 1
The teapots are kept full and the conversation takes Sittingbourne - e
many turns. Come along and hear more from MEIO 440 wﬂ \
Antoinette and share some relaxation time with L LAEN
friends. Ol e ate Wﬁoﬁ% KQ/L éf.ca/ *q

Please do bring a friend; it is such an easy way

for them to hear the Gospel in a really relaxed

atmosphere. There are some invitation size flyers available around the church
lounge— please hand them out and come back for more if you use them all!
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The Times They Are A-Changin'

’\ If you look very closely at the first photo you can see the
) double sided raised pulpit with cream
coloured railings which was still in place until about 25
il years ago.
= Also check out the very new chairs where the downstairs
w pews had been taken out about 7 years previously. Those
; l”" of you with eagle eyes will spot the heavily patterned
| curtains which kept the winter drafts from blowing through
the two side doors!
The church is decked out in floral abundance as Mark and
Alison Savage were about to get married— it wasn't quite
- that posh all the time! The chairs for the deacons re-
4 mained on the platform though. We still have the kneeler if
anyone requests it!
That occasion- the pulpit went and the boarding at the
back of the stage was ‘fixed” and the deep red curtains

Next batc m pogress were purchased and hemmed by Lyn Delahaye (if

my memory serves me!) In the 159 years there have

‘ been additional rooms added, doorways opened up, the

= kitchen was brought up from the basement, the accessible
toilet was added, we had a new roof and skyllght (which
didn't leak) and one side of the church had new windows—

everything has been funded by the congregation of the
time.

Now things are afoot with refurbished seating and finally
the boarding at the back of the platform has been
completed!

Working in church at the moment is a little like the story of
the Elves and the Shoemaker....... I never know what will
have been changed or completed next when I come in at
9am.

It also only took a week’s holiday for me to miss the sound

' S system finally going digital!

Bradley and Hus and anyone they conscript for a couple of hours have been working around
the busy church diary to make such a difference already. We are all grateful to see things mov-
ing on and for all the time they are giving to the renovation project.

In order to cover the cost of the materials and the chairs SBC are having a Gift Day on June
29th. Please pray about what you can donate and there will be Gift Day envelopes provided in
the run up to that day.

We are always grateful to you the congregation for all of your gifts to support and resource
Sittingbourne Baptist Church.

God Bless you as you consider the Gift Day over the next few weeks.

g Chair frames waiting

= for their refurbished

pads to come back!

“& Also the half a ton of
§ sound desk which

L has been replaced!




News from our Missionary partners Tom and Marieke

We would like to say a huge thank you for you continued support and
prayers over the past 25 years! You have stood behind us, despite us being
terrible at sending updates, whilst we have served in China and Hong Kong.
We have moved a lot and our service to God has changed over the course of B
the years. We would like to tell you a bit more about this. =N
As you may know, around 2 years ago, our mission gave us permission to
move to the UK, but continue our work in Asia. We believe that this was )
God’s guidance. Our children had all moved out and were living on the other side of the world and
our parents were all getting older.

So now we live in Reading but continue to work with mission abroad. Our roles have changed quite
a lot. Both of us have more leadership roles and carry out quite a lot of training. We both travel a
huge amount, which can be challenging. The previous year, we travelled 30 out of 52 weeks!

TOmM has been training up new missionaries and staff in Asia and has been the leader for our
organisation for the work protecting Gods creation. Currently, he primarily works with 2 main
topics in Asia: One is supporting Theological education in the country we have lived in for many
years. As the Church in the big country is still growing fast, there is a desperate need for more
pastors.

The second area he works on, is helping our local partner Churches thrive. In Thailand, he is
leading a project that seeks to help the Thai Lutheran Church develop their Church structure and
fundraising to become more sustainable. In China, he is leading a project that helps our long term
Chinese partner organisation to help the poor in Asian and African countries.

Marieke works with 2 main things: A project in Hong Kong which reaches ladies caught in
the sex industry. The partner we work with is called Sons and Daughters and it does amazing
work with outreach in the red-light areas and brothels. Marieke also works with an approach
called Use Your Talents, based on the parable in Matthew 25. The approach encourages
Christians to |dent|fy what God has given them and use these things to serve Him, their
~ , neighbours, churches and communities It is amazmg to see how

® inspired, empowered and grateful to God people are when they
recognize all the different gifts God has given them and then
&4 start using them. We've seen so many different activities come
= about as a result of this approach, from livelihood improvement
M octivities, like saving groups and chicken raising, to church

= service activities, like offering homework help to neighbourhood
= children, coffee shops to bring people into church and cycle
~ _ prayer trips.

Prayer items:
Thank God that we are able to live close to family in the UK and yet continue to serve in
ministry in Asia and Africa
Thank God that we have found a lovely, welcoming church here in Reading and that we are

able to get fellowship and serve

Pray that God would guide us as we look to the future. We are both overly busy, but it is very
difficult to know what to drop. Please pray for wisdom.

Pray for people caught in the sex industry. In Hong Kong alone there are an estimated

200,000 people (mostly women) caught in this horrible world. A lot of them are coerced. Pray
that churches would increase their involvement despite the taboos that often surround
these ladies.

Pray for the up coming workshops in Addis Ababa and in Bangkok. That there would be great
learning and excitement and that those attending would bring back what they learn and
put it into practice.

Pray for the Church in the big country. Restrictions are at an all time high. We struggle

increasingly with being able to serve and yet things are much worse for those living there.

] Particularly pray for the Bible institutes.
In Christ,

Tom and Marieke (We hope to have Tom and Marieke visit us
later in the year for a proper catch up!)
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Prayer Place on the Market

We have now been given permission to have a “pitch” on the Friday Market
every week for people to just come and pray, write a prayer, or just talk. We are
there from 10am until noon, and it would be good if you, our church members
could come and join us sometimes. Our “Official” pitch is between Boots and
Boyce's Bakery, but the Market Manager has given me [as the official “trader”]
permission to move around if a booked pitch has not been taken, so you will
have to come and find us.

We use the “Prayer Banner” that is at the back of the church, so that it is easy
to let people know that that is what we are there for. We are also subject to the
rules and conditions of the market, including their insurance.

We do hope you will seek us out from time to time, and also pray for us as we
continue this mission and project.

Yours, in the love of Christ, Grahame Atkinson.

Here we go with Birthday and Wedding

Anniversary mentions!
Birthdays pop up on Face book but do let me know the Anniversaries as I
need a little reminder! It is better by e-mail than on a Sunday!

JUNE

3rd Joseph K 11th Robin Brenchley
12th Sally Anne P 14th Peter and Marion
20th Tina Mills 25th Alan W

28th Pat A

I always give an early warning siren for Terri W on July 2nd too!!

Don't forget to send in your special mentions for the July Magazine. The deadline will have to
be 24th/25th June ready for the weekend publication Then we can all pray for you too. We
must be heading for Anniversary season too?!

‘Twas the night before
Pentecost and SBC had a
= : worship eventl!
VJORSHIP Evening  Saturday 7th June 6.30pm
La';l;ge_zﬂnfnf At Midday anyone who is already in, or

is interested in, the worship team or the
sound team can come along and join
with Nick and Sal for a time of teaching
and worshipping together.

Sittingbourne Baptist Church

There will be a break for snacks at 2pm.

After that the youth Band will return to
practice at 5pm and

evervyome

can join them at 6.30pm for an evening
of Worship and praise
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